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In a box that looked like it had already been opened, I found 
a notebook. It was small but very thick, with bright red pages 
and a cover made of dark brown leather. Nothing was written 
inside, but on the front there was an engraved image of a large 
winged animal. While I was holding that fascinating object, I 
imagined myself writing on such a tasteful looking notebook. 
Ah what a pleasure it would have been to use it as a diary!
I had kept other diaries in the past, but without perseverance 
or passion I ended up losing interest in them. But not this time, 
I would have made my discovery a data collection to record 
ideas and suggestions and keep track of my thoughts, giving 
them a space to settle and ferment.
Yet, in the absence of good ideas, I always ended up talking 
about this and that, or writing on the wave of emotion, but 
I rarely remembered which emotion. Moreover, my clumsy 
writing did not do justice to such a sophisticated object, and 
so I decided to trash my thoughts, putting an end to the pages 
of that diary with a loud “STRAP!”. Once the bin was emptied, 
neither a residue, nor a memory remained, except for the 
regret of having spoiled such a neat notebook.
I hate keeping diaries, forever.
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Giovanni Ortoleva (Florence, 1991), graduated 
in Cognitive Psychology from the University of Trento, 
graduated in Theater Direction from the Paolo Grassi School 
in Milan.

In 2016 he received the prize of the University of Rome - 
Tor Vergata for the text Four landscapes with figures.

In 2018 he received a special mention from the Venice 
Theater Biennale in the “Directors Under 30” competition 
and presented his show in two editions of the festival: Saul 
(written together with Riccardo Favaro) made his debut 
at the Biennale in 2019 and I rifiuti, la città e la morte, 
(by Rainer Werner Fassbinder) in 2020. Both shows are 
produced by the Teatro della Tosse in Genoa (the first in 
co-production with Arca Azzurra and Teatro i in Milan, the 
second with Theaterdiskounter in Berlin).

In 2021 he shoots his first short film, Autoritratto con 
Arma, produced by Berta Film, which is selected by the 
Torino Film Festival.

The New York Times wrote of his work that it 
“demonstrates noteworthy promise and imagination.”

Fermacampione is a bi-monthly editorial project with focus 
on artists and designers invited to share their archival materials.

The contents are proposed in the form of scans and 
photocopies, to show the gaze and structural ideas of those 
who work designing.

Fermacampione pierces and holds together all the 
documents in a booklet: texts, images, objects, scanned 
and printed to create a database of ideas that can generate 
other ideas. This material should be collected and organized 
with care. It should be reproduced, copied, shared. It should 
be assembled like the pieces of an object, because overall 
ideas are what generate meanings.

Fermacampioone is the joint that connects all those 
personalities who choose to design ideas, believing that 
designing a chair, making a sculpture, or creating a dish 
have all follow unexpected similar processes of making.
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