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Let’s imagine to choose a place. It must be an 
appropriate one, a place where to draw four lines on the 
ground and making a shape. Place your palms on the 
ground and close your eyes, then as it was done during 
most ancient rites, keep tightly between your eyelids the 
hope of seeing a change of state, a transformation of the 
matter.

When I was very young, I stayed, eyes closed, even 
after the end of the magic rite, hoping that the urgency of 
my desire would have watered the soil until the last drop. 
I imagined finding myself in front of the veil of smoke that 
always separates who creates from what has been created. 
Perhaps this is what you feel when you blow the dust off the 
back of a sculpture that has just been finished, and discover 
its surface.

Over time, when remaking that magical ritual, I never 
saw the ground transforming, but four simple lines turning 
into arms’ gestures, wider and wider and more decisive. 
Thus it became evident that the symbols, I drawn countless 
times, would remain no more than just passionate traces of 
desire. Yet, isn’t this the presence of magic? The one that 
transforms passions into signs, that collects together all the 
cards of human life, of desire, of despair, from emotions to 
reasoning, and blends them together to create meanings. 
Perhaps, those traces would have served no purpose, or 
maybe they would have still made sense, proving that such 
unique and immaterial gesture was actually a special one.
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Federico Cantale, (Milan, 1996) is a visual artist who 
lives and works in Milan, where in 2019 he graduated at The 
Academy of Fine Arts of Brera. 

He has exhibited in various national and international 
contemporary art realities such as: Schiavo Zoppelli Gallery 
(2020), Cardi Gallery (2019), Loom Gallery (2017), Yellow 
(2019), Fondazione Adolfo Pini (2018), Villa Vertua Masolo 
(2019), Galerie der stadt. 

He took part in both the editions of The Classroom, a 
workshop with Diego Perrone, Piero Golia, Luca Trevisani, 
Emanuele Coccia (2017, 2020) and with Matt Mullican at 
Hangar Bicocca (2018).

Fermacampione is a bi-monthly editorial project, on 
Forme Uniche official website. Each issue is dedicated to 
an artist or designer who is invited to share their archival 
materials.

The contents are proposed in the form of scans and 
photocopies, to show the gaze and structural ideas of those 
who work designing.

Fermacampione pierces and holds together all the 
documents in a booklet: texts, images, objects, scanned 
and printed to create a database of ideas that can generate 
other ideas. This material should be collected and organized 
with care. It should be reproduced, copied, shared. It should 
be assembled like the pieces of an object, because overall 
ideas are what generate meanings.

Fermacampione is the joint that connects all those 
creators who choose to design ideas, believing that 
designing a chair, making a sculpture, or creating a dish all 
follow unexpected similar processes of making.
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